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Synopsis
This document is a high-level summary describing proposed changes to existing approved Library Automation data objects.  The changes all relate to improving “out-of-the-box” interoperability by providing a more complete picture of the patron’s status and making it possible to receive payment events from other applications. 
Major categories include:

· Identifying the type of item being circulated. Prior to v2.0, the consumer could not tell if an item was a library material, textbook, media, or other asset.

· Allowing fines and refunds to be reported that do not have a corresponding item. Prior to v.20, the provider could not report fines or refunds which provided an incomplete picture of the patron’s status.
· Adding a vendor specific reference number for fines and refunds to enable the consumer to link the reported information to a specific Billing or Payment object. This lays the foundation for a library automation application to generate Billing and Payment events or to receive and process a Payment event.

· Changes to the ElectronicID element to allow a type of “RFID”.

Time Line

It is anticipated that all changes will be ready for the release of the 2.0 specification.

Object Dependencies

No object dependencies have changed as a result of the proposed changes.
Object Changes
The following objects have proposed changes:

	Data Object
	Changes

	LibraryPatronStatus
	· Introduced new conditionally required “ItemInfo” element that contains the information that previously was in the CircTx element. The element has an attribute that can identify the type of material being referenced (library material, textbook, etc.).

· Added an additional attribute value in FineInfo@Type, "Other", to allow reporting of fines not associated with a specific item.

· Added a new element in FineInfo, “Reference” that specifies an application’s internal reference identifier for the fine being reported.

· Added an additional attribute value in ElectronicId@Type, "RFID", to allow reporting of the identifiers associated with a RF-ID tag.  This change is reflected in the SIF Common Elements section as ElectronicId is used by multiple working groups.




Infrastructure Changes

No changes to infrastructure will be necessary. 
Impact on Existing SIF Agents
The following is an estimate of the impact on existing agents supporting the objects. The impact listed below relates to the work required to modify an existing agent to use the modified objects and is based on the minimal amount of required support. 
The majority of the impact involves the support of the conditionally optional ItemInfo element.  
Existing agents the are consumers of LibraryPatron status and use the information that was moved from the CircTx element to the ItemInfo element must support the new ItemInfo element in order to maintain the same level of functionality. .  Consumers that only use the transaction totals will not require modification over and above the changes necessary to parse the new schema.
	Data Object
	Agent Impact

	LibraryPatronStatus
	Subscriber – n/a as events are not reported for this object

Publisher – n/a as events are not reported for this object

Requester –  medium/none, optional
Provider  or Responder – medium, mandatory
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